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Professor I M Dharmadasa (Dharme), immediate past president of APSL, took part in a 

recent Higher Education mission to Nigeria. This was led by the Training Gateway in 

collaboration with the UKTI in order to meet Nigerian Higher Education Institutes together 

with interested UK Universities. 

Nineteen delegates from ten UK universities participated in this mission. The main aim was 

to meet in a two-day workshop programme with senior academics from top Nigerian 

universities. Over hundred Nigerian participants attended including 45 Vice Chancellors and 

deputy Vice Chancellors. The aims were to establish links between universities in the two 

countries in order to develop staff at post graduate level, staff exchanges, capacity building in 

strategic areas, and enhance entrepreneurship and leadership roles. The British High 

Commission and the National Universities Commission (NUC) in Nigeria played an 

important role in bringing Higher Education senior staff together in this workshop 

programme. 

 

During the two-day events, British Council staff and the British High Commissioner, Mr. 

Andrew Lloyd, MBE gave briefings to the delegates and meetings at the NUC took place in 

order to brief the requirements of Higher Education system in Nigeria. The workshop with 



delegates gave an excellent opportunity for two-way discussions to identify common interest 

for future collaborations. The delegation also met the Nigerian Minister of Education and 

senior officers of the World Bank who are aiming to support a rapid sustainable development 

programmes arising through Higher Education Institutes in Nigeria. 

Dharme's presentation during the workshop was mainly on staff development at postgraduate 

level, capacity building in solar energy conversion and applications. The replication proposal 

of "solar villages" linked to each university, as a "social sciences laboratory" for empowering 

people for sustainable development and reduction of poverty was well accepted with 

enthusiasm by most of the universities participating in the workshop. Dharme's main aim is to 

replicate "solar villages" designed and piloted in Sri Lanka over the past two decades with the 

support from DFID-UK and the British Council. Nigeria has the right environment for this 

rapid replication and the social benefits will be enormous. This model will be helpful in 

training young graduates with social responsibility in addition to their main-stream subject. 

The programme will directly impact on the sustainable development of the society making 

use of clean energy technologies. 

The delegation was well organised by the Training Gateway led by Amanda Selvaratnam and 

the Nigerian country counterpart, and many links with mutual benefits will arise from this 

delegation. 
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