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SAREP is a renewable energy programme jointly initiated by the Commonwealth Science Council, UK, the Applied Physics 

Division, School of Science & Mathematics, Sheffield Hallam University, UK, the British Council and in-country counterparts 

to promote and accelerate the use of renewable energy technologies. 
 

Aims & Objectives: 

• To train young scientists in renewable technology areas through postgraduate programmes. 

• To enhance the awareness of renewable energy applications among entrepreneurs, policy makers and the general public. 

• To facilitate entrepreneurs in Asia to develop trade & investment relations with partners in other parts of the world 

including Africa, Australia, Canada, Europe, Japan and the United States. 

• To start CARES (Centres for Applications of Renewable Energy Sources) centres as large demonstration projects in rural 

areas needing development, contributing to alleviation of poverty. 
 

 

We are already suffering from global warming. 
 

Greenhouse gases, mainly carbon dioxide (CO2), have been accumulating in the atmosphere because of the burning 

of fossil fuel at a colossal rate and the reduction of CO2 absorption, due to de-forestation over the past two 

centuries. 
 

As a result, our atmosphere is gradually warming up, creating; 

(a).  Violent cyclones, hurricanes and tornadoes due to pressure differences induced at different parts of the 

atmosphere.  

(b).  Sea level rise and coastal erosion caused by melting of ice caps and expansion of sea water. 

(c).  Climate change; dry regions become dryer, causing uncontrollable forest fires triggered by lightning and other 

factors (Indonesian and American forest fires are very good examples, and these will only exacerbate global 

warming at a phenomenal rate. The Sahara desert is expanding, Rajasthan is becoming a desert and certain 

Moroccan rivers have dried up during the past six years). 

(d).  Climate change; wet regions become wetter due to heavy rains created by more evaporation of water due to 

global warming (Mozambique floods and severe floods in the UK are good examples. About 10 per cent of the 

cultivated paddy fields in Bangladesh have been lost due to rising water levels over the last decade). 
 

These damages can be rectified only if the whole world population takes appropriate action to use fossil fuel in a 

sensible way, introduce more renewable energy sources to meet our energy demands without CO2 emission and to 

grow trees and bushes everywhere possible to absorb CO2 from the atmosphere through photosynthesis and to 

replenish depleting fossil fuel for future generations. 
 

Otherwise, the human race may not survive another 1000 years, as Professor Stephen Hawking emphasised in his 

lecture on 29 September 2000, at the Royal Society of Edinburgh. He said “I am afraid the atmosphere might get 

hotter and hotter until it will be like Venus, with boiling sulphuric acid. I am worried about the greenhouse effect”.  
 

There is no argument against commonsense and physical principles. It is time for all of us to work together. 

Dr. I M Dharmadasa. 
 

SAREP Diary: 
1. Renewable Energy Seminar, Bangladesh High Commission, 18 March 1999. 

2. 5
th

 Workshop on Renewable Energy Sources, Colombo, Sri Lanka, 22-23 Feb. 2000. 

3. Int. Nat. Lecture - 2000 on “Clean Energy of the Future”, Sheffield Hallam University, Sheffield, UK. 29 March 2000. 

4. Trade & Investment Seminar, House of Lords, London, UK. 22 May 2000. 

5. 2
nd

 Conference on PV research & PV Applications, Fes, Morocco, 19-20 June 2000. 

6. The British Council sponsored series of lectures in Sri Lanka & Maldive Islands, 1-18 September 2000. 

7. Renewable Energy Workshop organised by the Ministry of Science & Technology, Bangladesh, 1-2 November 2000. 

8. Meeting at the Commonwealth Science Council, Marlborough House, London, Date to be arranged. 

9. CHOGM –2001, Brisbane, Australia, October 2001. 

10. Publication of the “Renewable Energy Hand Book”, End of 2001. 
 

For Free Subscription, Please Contact: 

1. Dr. K Lum  & Dr. R Kumar , CSC,Marlborough House, Pall Mall, London. K.lum@commonwealth.int, or  ritu.kumar@commowealt.int 

2. Dr. I M Dharmadasa, Applied Phys. Division, School of Science & Maths Sheffield Hallam University, Sheffield S1 1WB, UK. Dharme@shu.ac.uk 

3. Mr. Peter Lane, DSL Consultants Ltd., 2 London Wall Buildings,  London EC2M 5UU, UK.                  Pjtlane@hotmail.com 

Web Sites:  http://www.commonwealthknowledge.net/subnetw/sarep.htm 
Http://www.shu.ac.uk/schools/sci/teaching/as1/SCResearch.html 

http://www.britcoun.lk/work/sarep.htm 


