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SAREP is a renewable energy programme jointly initiated by the Commonwealth Science Council, UK, the Applied Physics 

Division, School of Science & Mathematics, Sheffield Hallam University, UK, the British Council and in-country counterparts 

to promote and accelerate the use of renewable energy technologies. 
 

SAREP Aims & Objectives: 

• To train young scientists in renewable technology areas through postgraduate programmes. 

• To enhance the awareness of renewable energy applications among entrepreneurs, policy makers and the general public. 

• To facilitate entrepreneurs in Asia to develop trade & investment relations with partners in other parts of the world 

including Africa, Australia, Canada, Europe, Japan and the United States. 

• To start CARES (Centres for Applications of Renewable Energy Sources) centres as large demonstration projects in rural 

areas needing development, contributing to alleviation of poverty. 
 

Reasons to be hopeful:  The Conference of 

the Parties-6 (COP-6) talks at the Hague in 

October were supposed to bring agreements on 

how the cuts in greenhouse gases agreed under the 

Kyoto Protocol would be realised. Not only did 

these talks end in failure but the subsequent 

discussions between the EU and the umbrella 

group of countries, scheduled for Oslo in 

December, did not even get off the ground. It 

looks as though the COP meeting in Bonn next 

April is the only hope left of rescuing the spirit of 

international cooperation in this most urgent 

global problem. The omens do not look good, and 

there is the very real danger that without 

international action individual governments will 

revert to the line of least resistance (and least cost) 

and not implement emissions reduction policies.  

 

Is this correct? Will the lack of a Clean 

Development Mechanism, or International 

Emissions Trading scheme mean that renewable 

energy technologies will be passed over in a new 

race to exploit fossil fuel resources or build new 

nuclear capacity? The answer is not necessarily. 

The climate change debate has been a valuable one 

for renewables, but is by no means the only issue. 

Developing economies spend vast amounts of 

money on importing fossil fuels, and the 

projections are that these imports will rise 

dramatically in the next 20 years. For some 

countries these burdens will be unaffordable. In 

many cases renewables can help to bridge the gap 

between demand and supply, and reduce the 

dependency on imported fuels. Another issue is 

the difficulty of getting grid electricity to large 

sections of the population; and even if it does 

arrive it is often inadequate to meet the demand. 

There are many people, therefore, who do not get 

the benefits of improved health, education and 

potential growth in income that access to 

electricity can bring. Renewable energy 

technologies can provide affordable and flexible 

energy delivery systems, that can be added to or 

altered to adapt to local needs. In many cases they 
are the only option.  

The absence of international cooperation on the 

environment, as frustrating as it is, does not mean 

the end for renewable energy implementation. The 

environmental needs will not go away, and 

responsible governments will recognise the need 

and duty for unilateral action. However, they will 

be inclined to move faster on the issue when all 

the other benefits of renewables are presented to 

them. While the Kyoto Protocol is under threat, 

there is in fact a tremendous opportunity to open 

up the debate; renewable energy technologies 

should not be simply tied to climate change, but 

should be advocated on the grounds of improved 

social conditions and the ability to assist in 

poverty alleviation. Most governments now accept 

the need for economic development to be truly 

sustainable, but what is still needed is for decision 

makers to become convinced that new and 

renewable energy sources can help to deliver, and 

maintain, real solutions for real societies. SAREP 

can help deliver this message by showing what is 

possible.  

Dr. Tony Day, Univ. of South Bank, UK. 

 



 

Current SAREP participants: Sri Lanka (Seven universities, Energy Forum & Solar Industries Association), 

Maldive Islands, India (Tata Energy Research Institute & Bhopal University), Nepal, Bangladesh (Bangladesh Centre for 

Advanced Studies), Pakistan (Pakistan Centre for Alternative Technologies, and Univ. of Punjab), Morocco (Six universities, 

Afrisol and Ministry of Environment), East African Countries and China (XinJiang New Energy Research Institute). 
 

SAREP diary: 

1. Renewable Energy Seminar and launch of SAREP at Bangladesh High Commission, 18 March 1999. 

2. 5
th
 Workshop on Renewable Energy Sources, Colombo, Sri Lanka, 22-23 Feb. 2000. 

3. Int. Nat. Lecture - 2000 on “Clean Energy of the Future”, Sheffield Hallam University, Sheffield, 

UK. 29 March 2000. 

4. Trade & Investment Seminar, House of Lords, London, UK. 22 May 2000. 

5. 2
nd

 Conference on PV research & PV Applications, Fes, Morocco, 19-20 June 2000. 

6. The British Council sponsored series of lectures in Sri Lanka & Maldive Islands, 1-18 September 

2000. 

7. Renewable Energy Workshop organised by the Ministry of Science & Technology, Bangladesh, 1-2 

November 2000. 

8. The British Council sponsored series of activities in Sri Lanka, 22 Feb.-16 March 2001. 

9. Meeting at the Commonwealth Science Council, Marlborough House, London, June/July 2001. 

10. CHOGM –2001, Brisbane, Australia, October 2001. 

11. Publication of the “Renewable Energy Hand Book”, End of 2001. 

1. Dr. K Lum  & Dr. R Kumar, CSC, Marlborough House, Pall Mall, London.    K.lum@commonwealth.int, or  

ritu.kumar@commowealt.int 

2. Dr. I M Dharmadasa, Applied Phys. Division, School of Science & Maths, Sheffield Hallam University, 

Sheffield S1 1WB, UK. Dharme@shu.ac.uk 

3. Mr. Peter Lane, DSL Consultants Ltd., 2 London Wall Buildings,  London EC2M 5UU, UK.   

Pjtlane@hotmail.com 

4. Mr. Ahmed Joarder, 65 Brighton Rd, Coulsdon, Surrey  CR5 2BE, UK.   a_joarder@hotmail.com 
 

(For free subscription, please contact Dr Dharmadasa by E-mail;  Dharme@shu.ac.uk). 


