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SAREP is a renewable energy programme jointly initiated by the Commonwealth Science Council, UK, the School of 

Science & Mathematics, Sheffield Hallam University, UK, the British Council and in-country counterparts to promote and 

accelerate the use of renewable energy technologies. 
 

SAREP Aims & Objectives are: 

• To train young scientists in renewable technology areas through postgraduate programmes. 

• To enhance the awareness of renewable energy applications among entrepreneurs, policy makers, politicians and the 

general public. 

• To facilitate entrepreneurs in Asia to develop trade & investment relations with partners in other parts of the world 

including Africa, Australia, Canada, Europe, Japan and the United States. 

• To start CARES (Centres for Applications of Renewable Energy Sources) as large demonstration projects in rural 

areas needing development, contributing to reduction of poverty. 
 

It is high time to shake off world's 

dangerous addiction to oil. 
 

In his article entitled "Why the West must kick its oil 

habit" which appeared in the Times of 13 October 

2001, Andrew Oswald, Professor of Economics at 

Warwick University makes a strong case for the 

West to "shake off its dangerous addiction to oil" as 

he puts it. 
 

Here are some excerpts from his article: 

"The United States is the thirstiest petroleum 

consumer on Earth - soaking up nearly 20 million 

barrels a day out of the 75 million barrels consumed 

by our entire planet. Once upon a time, the US was 

the biggest producer of oil. Yet today its land can 

muster an output of only 6 million barrels a day. 

Relative to the huge demand by Americans for 

petroleum, opening up Alaska will make no 

difference. American oil is running out. That is 

perilous for peace". 
 

"Even if the United States becomes better at 

conserving energy and switches to more efficient 

automobiles - currently a remarkable one seventh of 

global oil consumption goes to the right feet of 

American drivers-all of us who live in the 

industrialised West have a headache to come." 
 

"We have to act to create economic incentives for 

the Western world to turn away from its petroleum 

dependence." 
 

Where should we turn? 

One of the legacies of World War II was the 

development of nuclear technology. Although 

energy can be produced by nuclear reactors without 

carbon dioxide emission, reactor waste disposal, 

decommissioning after its lifetime, and safety are 

areas of major concern. With the current growth of 

the World's population, the demand for energy is set 

to become more acute. Even if the issues of waste 

disposal and safety are satisfactorily resolved, 

nuclear power will be hard put to meet the 
worldwide energy demand. It is clear that other 

energy sources have to be exploited, and the 

renewables are the safest alternative. Solar, wind, 

waves, bio-mass, etc. may have less energy density 

compared to fossil fuels, but these energy sources are 

environmentally friendly, readily available and safe. 

Andrew Oswald makes a case for economic 

incentives and more research to enable the world to 

embrace renewable energy applications. 

 

 
 
As shown in the picture, a photovoltaic solar panel is 

nothing but an artificial leaf. It converts sunlight 

directly into electrical energy mimicking natural 

photosynthesis with which the leaf converts sunlight 

into food, a form of energy. We should turn to 

technologies which enable us to live in harmony 

with nature, without fear.  

 

Dr. Phil Gardiner  and  Dr. I M Dharmadasa 
Sheffield Hallam University, UK.  

Peter Lane, DSL Consultants, London, UK. 

For more details click on: 

Http://www.shu.ac.uk/schools/sci/teaching/as1/SCResearch.html

 

 

Current SAREP participants: 
Sri Lanka (Seven universities, Energy Forum & Solar Industries Association), Maldive Islands, India (Tata Energy 

Research Institute & Bhopal University), Nepal, Bangladesh (Bangladesh Centre for Advanced Studies), Pakistan 

(Pakistan Centre for Alternative Technologies, and Univ. of Punjab), Morocco (Six universities, Afrisol and Ministry of 

Environment), East African Countries and China (XinJiang New Energy Research Institute). 
 



 

SAREP diary: 
1. Renewable Energy Seminar and launch of SAREP at Bangladesh High Commission, 18 March 1999. 

2. Launch of TERI-Europe, Marlborough House, London, 25 January 2000. 

3. 5
th

 Workshop on Renewable Energy Sources, Colombo, Sri Lanka, 22-23 Feb. 2000. 

4. Int. Nat. Lecture-2000 on “Clean Energy of the Future”, Sheffield Hallam University, Sheffield, UK. 29 March 2000. 

5. Trade & Investment Seminar, House of Lords, London, UK. 22 May 2000. 

6. 2
nd

 Conference on PV research & PV Applications, Fes, Morocco, 19-20 June 2000. 

7. The British Council sponsored series of lectures in Sri Lanka & Maldive Islands, 1-18 September 2000. 

8. Renewable Energy Workshop organised by the Ministry of Science & Technology, Bangladesh, 1-2 November 2000. 

9. The British Council sponsored series of activities in Sri Lanka, 22 Feb.-16 March 2001. 

10. Meeting at the Commonwealth Science Council, Marlborough House, London, June/July 2001. 

11. Seminar in Science & Technology Ministry, and “Solar Nite” Exhibition in Colombo, Sri Lanka, August 2001. 

12. CHOGM –2001, Brisbane, Australia, October 2001 (Cancelled). 

13. Commonwealth Science Council meeting, Brisbane, Australia, October 2001. 

14. Publication of the “Renewable Energy Hand Book”, End of 2001. 
 

SAREP contacts: 
1. Dr. K Lum  & Dr. R Kumar, CSC, Marlborough House, Pall Mall, London.    K.lum@commonwealth.int, or  

ritu.kumar@commowealt.int 

2. Dr. I M Dharmadasa, School of Science & Mathematics, Sheffield Hallam University, Sheffield S1 1WB, UK. 

Dharme@shu.ac.uk 

3. Mr. Peter Lane, DSL Consultants Ltd., 2 London Wall Buildings,  London EC2M 5UU, UK.   Pjtlane@hotmail.com 

4. Mr. Ahmed Joarder, 65 Brighton Rd, Coulsdon, Surrey  CR5 2BE, UK.   a_joarder@hotmail.com 

5. Prof. Hassan Shah, Centre for Solid State Physics, Univ. of Punjab, Lahore, Pakistan. hashah@lhr.comsats.net.pk 
 

(For free subscription, please contact Dr Dharmadasa by E-mail;  Dharme@shu.ac.uk). 


